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ATTENTION: NYC WATERSHED SEEKING LEAF PEEPERS!
There may be no better time to visit upstate New York than autumn. Trees are 
reaching the peak of their fall splendor during mid-October, turning the forest into a 
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blanket of orange, red, yellow and green. New York City's watershed offers a number 
of great opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of fall. 

With an estimated 15 million trees on watershed lands, there are excellent locations 
to see the changing colors. DEP properties offer some spectacular views to soak it all 
in. One favorite is the iconic Ashokan Reservoir. The reservoir includes nearly 3 miles 
of recreation paths along its dams, providing spectacular views of the Catskill 
Mountains. Newly installed signs will help you identify the mountain peaks that you're 
looking at, or help you learn more about the water supply and bald eagles nesting 
nearby.

Those coming from New York City are only a short drive or train ride away from a 
number of NYC reservoirs, hiking trails, and day use areas. You may want to consider 
visiting the Kensico or Cross River reservoirs. Both locations include access to day 
use areas where you can walk along the top of the dams. From this vantage point, 
you can take in the amazing views of the forests that are helping to naturally filter the 
water and keep it clean. Bring your camera - the reflecting colors of fall on the water is 
an image you'll want to keep! These locations are among dozens that can be 
accessed by using the DEP Rec Mapper. This tool is your online guide for exploring 
the watershed and planning your next DEP adventure.

  New Hunting Opportunities on NYC Watershed
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Autumn is a special time of year here in the NYC 
watershed.

As the morning chill becomes more pronounced and the 
leaves start to make their transition to their red, orange and 
yellow colors, hunters begin their annual migration into the 
woods in search of game, both big and small. Many of the 
state's hunting seasons open in October and continue into 
the winter months. When planning for this year's hunting 
season, don't forget to check out more than 130,000 acres 
of water supply land that DEP makes available for hunting.

This past year, DEP opened up 900 acres of new land for 
hunting throughout the watershed. One new property, 
located in Delaware County, just north of the Pepacton 
Reservoir, is the Little Dingle Hill Rec Unit. With over 170 acres of open space 
available for hunting, you'll be able to find a variety of habitats to suit your hunting 
style. Much of the property is forested, but a significant portion of the eastern side 



consists of old farm fields left to return to a natural state. Here you'll see a younger 
forest begin to emerge, creating great edge habitat for various game species. Access 
to this parcel can be found by heading north on Felton Road off Route 30 (about 3.5 
miles east of the Shavertown Bridge).

This past summer, DEP also added 153 acres in Greene County to the South 
Roundtop Rec Unit, more than doubling its size. The new portion of this 249-acre unit 
borders the Kaaterskill Wild Forest on its northern and eastern boundaries. It's heavily 
forested and has access, through the woods, from the Kaaterskill High Peaks trail or 
off of Byrne Road. Many of DEP's properties are off the beaten path, but are worth a 
hunting trip.

The best way to learn more about each recreation unit and plan your trip is to use the 
DEP Rec Mapper. The interactive utility provides aerial, street, and topo maps, 
printable field maps and directions. As always, be sure to pay attention to all DEP 
signs and make certain that you stay off private and restricted property. State hunting 
regulations apply on all City-owned lands in the watershed. Be safe and happy 
hunting!

  Improving Pollinator Habitat on Watershed Lands
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Pollinators, which include bees, butterflies and other insects, are invaluable to the 
health of forests and farms. As they fly from flower to flower to gobble up nectar, 
these insects are also pollinating the plants that are responsible for one-third of the 
food we consume. That's just one of the reasons why their sudden decline has been 
so startling. 

In the past decade, scientists have observed this global decline in insect pollinator 
populations and species, several of which are native to the northeastern United 
States.  New York State is home to over 450 wild pollinator species that provide 
pollination services to a wide variety of agricultural products, provide ecosystem 
stability and help spread plant genes across a broad geographic region.

While no singular problem has been identified, scientific consensus supports that a 
combination of stressors - including parasites, pathogens, pesticide exposure, habitat 
loss and fragmentation, poor management practices, and lack of genetic diversity  - 
have overwhelmed pollinator and caused their decline. Responding to this urgent 
problem, a Federal Pollinator Task Force was established in 2014. In 2015, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo announced the appointment of a similar task force in New York 
State.  With over 10,000 acres of City-owned lands in the watershed that are in fields 
or are transitioning to forest, NYC DEP is poised to have a significant impact on 
protection and preservation of pollinators in New York State. 

Recently, DEP has established a Pollinator 
Working Group, which will assess the status 
of current pollinator foraging sites and will 
establish stewardship practices that optimize 
pollinator benefit on select DEP lands. If you 
own fields, consider brush hogging once a 
year after the first frost to keep foraging sites 
available to pollinators.

Click here to read more about State-level 
efforts to protect and support pollinators in 
New York. 

 Clean up day a success!
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A total of 418 volunteers turned out for Reservoir Cleanup Day on Oct. 1, making it 
the largest annual cleanup event since DEP began hosting it four years ago. 

School groups, business leaders, environmental advocates, nonprofits, watershed 
residents and DEP employees hauled more than 300 bags of debris and recyclables 
away from eight reservoirs. The haul was estimated to weigh more than 4,500 pounds 
after volunteers were finished plucking items from nearly 20 miles of shorelines 
around the reservoirs. 

Some of the most common items found included cigarette butts, beverage bottles and 
cans, fishing line, bags, and shards of glass, foam and plastic. Volunteers carefully 
tracked the items they picked up from each of the sites, marking them on data sheets 
that included more than three dozen categories of debris. The only category for which 
zero items were found: fireworks. 

The results were a significant uptick from 2016, which saw 264 volunteers retrieve an 
estimated 3,342 pounds of debris. The results, however, underscore the ongoing 
need for proactive outreach and education about littering, as much of the debris was 
flung from passing cars or left behind by outdoor enthusiasts at various recreation 
points along the reservoirs. 



DEP's Reservoir Cleanup Day is among dozens of similar events happening across 
the state as part of the American Littoral Society's annual New York State Beach 
Cleanup, which organizes volunteers to remove debris from beaches, lake shores and 
stream banks. DEP is among the government agencies, businesses and foundations 
that sponsor the statewide effort. In 2016, a total of 6,645 people participated in 
cleanup events throughout New York, removing 66,830 pounds of debris along 233 
miles of shoreline. 

The data collected at DEP's events this year will be reported to the American Littoral 
Society for its statewide totals. Cleanups this year happened at Ashokan, 
Cannonsville, and Pepacton Reservoirs in the Catskill Mountains, and at East Branch, 
Kensico, Lake Gleneida, Muscoot and New Croton reservoirs in the Hudson Valley. A 
total of 418 volunteers turned out for Reservoir Cleanup Day on Oct. 1, making it the 
largest annual cleanup event since DEP began hosting it four years ago. 

Reservoir Cleanup Day By the Numbers 
The following quantity of items were picked up by volunteers at eight reservoirs:

________________________________________________________

Cigarette butts - 1,196

Plastic, glass and metal beverage containers - 4,948 

Food wrappers - 952

Bottle caps - 707

Plastic grocery bags - 485

Cups and plates - 792

Take-out food containers - 522

Yards of fishing line - 278

Balloons - 42

Diapers - 14

Tires - 26

Small shards of foam, glass or plastic - 2,271
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