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Looking for a boat?  FYI....
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"The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last resort, to protect   
themselves against tyranny in government."                                                                                                  Thomas 
Jefferson
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Above: White ash trees will be marked in blue paint 
for removal leaving healthier trees to grow and drop 
seeds for a new crop of long-lived species. Photo 
by Collin Miller, DEP.

Do you have more questions? Click here.

 Sustainable Forestry Along the Shavertown Trail
Watershed residents and visitors can find a 
spectacular view of Pepacton Reservoir by 
hiking the Shavertown Trail, which begins 
alongside BWS Road 4 in Andes, just west 
of the Shavertown Bridge. The short hike 
through a forest and meadow brings visitors 
to Snake Pond, at an elevation of about 
1,800 feet. From the pond, an opening in the 
mountainside reveals a scenic view of the 
reservoir and the surrounding Catskill 
Mountains. The upper section of the trail 
extends for another mile through a forested 
landscape featuring some unique 
outcroppings. 



Healthy forests are key to the local ecosystem and the protection of high-quality drinking 
water in New York City's reservoirs. For this reason, DEP actively manages the watershed 
forests that are owned by the City. This involves selective timbering of DEP lands to 
promote the diversity, resilience and vigor within the watershed forests. Along the 
Shavertown Trail, you will notice a large stand of ash trees along its upper section. Ash 
trees are currently in decline due to the emerald ash borer (EAB), an invasive beetle that 
targets ash trees only and kills them by eating the vessels that carry water and nutrients up 
the tree. Selective timber harvesting is one strategy used to slow the spread of this 
damaging beetle. Over the next year, DEP will be conducting a timber harvest on 
the Shavertown Recreation Unit, along the upper trail section, to address this problem.

To learn more about this forestry project, the emerald ash borer, and the partial closure of 
the trail that will happen in the near future, click here.

 Invasive Species Awareness

With fishing season in full swing, you can do your part to help prevent the spread of 
invasive species. Hydrilla is a particular species of concern for NYS fisheries. To learn 
more about hydrilla and ways to prevent spreading it while enjoying the outdoors, 
please see the NYSDEC Hydrilla Fact Sheet.

Close-up of Hydrilla. Photo: Chris Evans, River to River 
CWMA, Bugwood.org.

INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK 
July 9 - 15, 2017



New York will celebrate Invasive Species Awareness Week July 9 - 15 with events and 
programs held across the state. Click here for the calendar of events to find one near 
you.

If you cannot participate in an event, here are five steps you can take to help protect 
New York from invasive species:

1.   Check your property for signs and symptoms of invasive species. 
Click here to learn how.

2.   Manage invasive species on your property. Click here for information.

3.   Tell a friend or neighbor about invasive species and the importance of
       gardening/landscaping with native plants. Learn more by clicking here.

4.   Look for and report invasive species that you encounter while hiking and
             hunting on City lands. Click here to report.

5.   Look for and report invasive species that you encounter while fishing and     
             boating on City reservoirs. Click here to report.

 Bass Fishing

Many folks have already been bass 
fishing and are taking advantage of the 
catch-and-release opportunities that 
exist throughout the year. For those who 
wish to keep their catch, the season 
opens on June 17 (the 3rd Saturday in 
June).

New York City reservoirs offer 
phenomenal bass fishing opportunities, 
with smallmouth exceeding 3 pounds 

and largemouth exceeding 5 pounds! During the early and middle parts of the 
season, bass can be caught from shore using typical lures such as a jig and trailer, 
jerk bails, top waters and chatter baits. A wacky-rigged soft plastic lure thrown along 
a weed edge is always a great choice. With a little leg work, rocky drop-offs and 
points can be found close to shore. These are always a good places to start.

NYSDEC regulations on bass fishing can be found here.

 Upcoming Events



FAMILY FISHING DAY
Saturday, June 24 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Rondout Reservoir

Experts from DEP and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
will teach kids and adults how to fish. Bait and fishing poles will be provided. Bring your 
own if you have them. The requirement to have a New York State fishing license is 
waived for this event. 
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For recreation questions call 1-800-575-LAND (5263)
email: recreation@dep.nyc.gov

For dangerous or suspicious activity call 1-888-H2O-SHED (426-7433)   

New York City Department of Environmental Protection - Bureau of Water Supply, 
71 Smith Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401
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