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 American Wetlands Month

The month of May is set aside each year to recognize the vital role that wetlands 
play in our nation's ecological, economic and social health. American Wetlands 
Month has been celebrated each May since 1991. Wetlands are transitional lands 
between aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. Their benefits are many. Wetlands 
attenuate flooding, help maintain stream flow, improve water quality, absorb 
nutrients and carbon, and provide plant and wildlife habitat. Nearly half the nation's 
threatened and endangered species rely on wetlands to survive. 

Here at DEP, we also think wetlands are pretty interesting to explore. 

That's why our scientists have put together a list of watershed wetlands that are 
open to the public. The information also includes a rundown of the beautiful animals 
and unique plants that you can see at the sites. Read our wetland explorer's itinerary 
by clicking here.  

Share your DEP wetland photos with us on our watershed Facebook page!

Barillaro <thebarillio@yahoo.com>Mark 
Fri 5/5/2017 4:11 PM 

To:Crum Elbow <crumelbow@gmail.com>; 



Approximately 35,000 acres of wetlands are located within the watersheds that 
surround New York City's reservoirs. Nearly 5,000 acres of these wetlands in the 
watershed have been preserved by the City. DEP actively monitors over 120 acres 
of wetlands on water supply lands to better understand their characteristics and 
functions.

Above: a white water lily (Nymphaea odorata), a hydrophyte that is found within 
ponded wetland areas such as Yankeetown Pond Unit.

 Upcoming Events

WETLANDS AWARENESS Q&A
Friday, May 26 from 1:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.

at Ashokan Reservoir

Join DEP Wetland Scientists Frank Parisio and Maria Tupper-Goebel for a Q&A 
session at the Ashokan Promenade Parking Area located on Route 28A in 
Olivebridge, NY. Samples of plants and wildlife found in nearby freshwater wetlands 
will also be on display. In the event of heavy rains and thunderstorms, DEP will 
reschedule this event.



FAMILY FISHING DAY
Saturday, May 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Pepacton Reservoir

Experts from DEP and the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, will teach kids and adults how to fish. Bait and fishing poles will be 
provided. Bring your own if you have them. The requirement to have a state fishing 
license is waived for this event. 



BOAT SAFETY CLASS
Saturday, May 13 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

at New Croton Reservoir

Thousands of people enjoy fishing from boats and recreational boating on NYC 
reservoirs each year. When boaters are out on the water, severe weather, equipment 
malfunctions and other factors can lead to unexpected hazards. To promote boater 
safety, the DEP Police Division will host a workshop in May at New Croton Reservoir 
in Westchester County. We encourage all anglers, kayakers and other boaters to join 
us and learn some tips for staying safe on the water. Training will be held at the 
Croton Lake Gatehouse boat ramp off of Route 129, Yorktown Heights, NY.

SAFETY AND SURVIVAL HIKE
Saturday, June 3, 2017 at 10 a.m. 

 at Pepacton Reservoir

The DEP Police Division will host a Safety and Survival Hike next month to promote 
outdoor safety. Some topics that will be covered include: 

◾ Basic compass and map use
◾ Heat and weather emergencies
◾ Avoiding poisonous plants while in the wilderness

Training and a Q&A session will be held at the Shavertown recreational parking area 
alongside Pepacton Reservoir in Andes, NY. The safety workshop will be followed by 
an optional 2-mile hike gaining 520 feet in elevation. Attendees planning on hiking 
should have proper attire, water and bring lunch if you like. The hike is expected to 
finish by 1 p.m.



 Recreational Boating Returns

Put away your snowshoes and break out your 
paddles - recreational boating season is back! Four 
of the City's reservoirs in the Catskills will reopen 
on May 26 for the use of kayaks, canoes, and other 
recreational boats. Recreational boating is available 
on Cannonsville, Pepacton, 
Neversink, and Schoharie reservoirs. Boaters have 
several options to get out on the water. The easiest 
way is to visit a local vendor and rent a boat for the 
day. Rentals are available on all four reservoirs. 
The easiest way to find a rental vendor is to visit 
the Catskill Watershed Corporation website, which 
maintains a list of vendors and other details on the 
boating program. 

If you own a boat and want to use it on the 
reservoirs, you'll need to get it steam cleaned at a
participating vendor, who will then issue you a 
temporary boat tag. If you would like to keep your 
boat on the reservoir for the entire season (through 
Oct. 9), you can also apply for a seasonal tag when 
your boat is cleaned. Your boat will need to remain 
on the reservoir for the entire season. If it's 
removed, it will need to be steam cleaned again 
and receive a new tag before you can bring it back.

Recreational boating on NYC reservoirs offers a unique way to enjoy the scenic 
beauty of the Catskills. Those who are interested in fishing can also cast a line from 
their recreational boats. Many paddlers also watch as bald eagles soar overhead. 
Dozens of bald eagles nest and forage around NYC reservoirs, which provide great 
habitat for these birds of prey. We also urge boaters to stay safe while enjoying their 
time on the water!



 Opening Turkey Season 

The spring turkey hunting season in New 
York began on May 1. New York City's 
lands in the watershed provide excellent 
turkey hunting opportunities on thousands 
of acres. Hunters can find a mix of great 
turkey habitat including woods and open 
fields. With so many acres to explore, 
hunters are sure to find quiet and 
secluded spots, especially if they are 
willing to walk off the beaten path. The 

state Department of Environmental Conservation website includes interesting 
information on turkeys and turkey hunting season. Hunters can also find NYC water 
supply lands that are open for hunting by going to DEP's RecMapper utility.

 Boat Storage Etiquette

Please remember to check that your boat is stored above the high water mark. 
Rowboats must be stored hull-up to prevent accumulation of standing water and 



mosquito problems. Also, please keep an eye out for renewal notices if your boat tag 
is due to expire. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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